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Mission Accomplished

The port city of Kaohsiung had submitted an excellent 
bid for The World Games 2009, defining many ambitious 
objectives for it to attain through the event. Urban devel-
opment, civic engagement and community building were 
among the priorities. But ultimately, Kaohsiung reinvented 
and transformed itself to be the perfect host to 5,994 
athletes and officials from 103 nations taking part in the 
eighth edition

Not including the construction of two new venues and sig-
nificant improvements to the public transport systems, the 
overall budget of The World Games 2009 was 2.4 billion 
Taiwan New Dollars (75 million US dollars). Contributions 
to the budget were equally divided between subsidies from 
the Taiwan Central Government and the Kaohsiung City 
Government as well as the revenues generated through 
sponsorship programmes, ticket sales and merchandising.

Yes, sporting competitions at the highest level were once 
more the mainstay of The World Games. 3,393 athletes 
contesting medals in 37 sports joined in their common 
quest for excellence from 16 through 26 July. As the pin-
nacle in the 2009 competition calendar, and as a highly 
visible stage for sportsmen and women to perform on, 
the games succeeded in generating broad international 
exposure. At the same time, they provided the perfect 
setting for athletes and officials from different sports as 

well as countries to join in a true celebration of friend-
ship and peace. Just as the Beijing Olympics did in 2008, 
The World Games were able to transcend the barriers of 
politics, even of the frequently strained Cross-Strait rela-
tions, emphasizing the unique ability of sport to bridge all 
divides. The World Games 2009 were again held under 
the patronage of the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), and their protocolary conduct was in strict compli-
ance with the formula which the latter had established in 
1981. All stakeholders – the governments, patrons, sports 
governing bodies and organizers – ensured that “Excel-
lence, Friendship and Respect” were the core values of 
these games too.

The local hosts and organisers – both, Taiwan as well as 
Kaohsiung – can take pride in having delivered the best 
games to date. Beyond that, they can continue to reap the 
benefits from lasting legacies. The results of the signifi-
cant urban transformation are there to stay! If not forever, 
at least for the next decades citizens will use the Rapid 
Mass Transit system and flock to an ecological 55,000-
capacity stadium which is powered by solar energy, or to 
a shopping mall which has an impressive indoor arena for 
sports and culture incorporated. The benchmark for volun-
teer mobilization will serve as reference for similar projects 
in the future. And the new and much broader civic appre-
ciation for sports will certainly benefit this and the next 

The World Games
2009 Kaohsiung, TPE
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generation.
With 2009 Kaohsiung the International World Games As-
sociation (IWGA) attained all of its objectives and upped 
the profile of The World Games further – in spite of the 
global economic downturn affecting sports and their 
events. It was also able – together with the International 
Olympic Committee – to anchor the games more firmly 
within the Olympic Movement. A record number of Na-
tional Olympic Committees was actively involved in the 
support and administration of the multi-sport delegations 
to the games. Competitions saw an unprecedented 62 na-
tions making it onto the medal table. No other edition of 
The World Games had ever united as much variety and 
universality in as compact a program!

As they will go into their ninth edition, The World Games 
continue as an up-start of sorts. While other multi-sport 
games may still surpass them in terms of general aware-
ness and global impact at this point, they are bound to play 
an increasingly important role in modern society. Most 
sports recently added to the programme of the Games 
of the Olympiad had premiered in The World Games first: 
triathlon, beach volleyball, trampoline and – most recently 
– rugby. Their world governing bodies were/are full mem-
bers of IWGA. Trampoline, for instance, features with indi-
vidual events in the Olympics and with the synchronized 
events in The World Games. Wakeboarding and skydiv-
ing, World Games sports for over a decade already, best 
exemplify the vanguard policy of IWGA when it comes to 
keeping the programme up-to-date and in trend with the 
young. Other World Games sports – such as DanceSport, 
korfball and ultimate flying disc – all have a singular trait 
which should make them irresistible by definition: they are 
the world’s only dedicated mixed team sports, promoting 
gender equality to its fullest extent.

New Benchmarks
Whether it was biggest crowd ever for a DanceSport com-
petition is not the issue. Fact is that well over 20,000 peo-
ple came to the Kaohsiung Arena to watch the world’s 
best in Standard, Latin and Rock ‘n’ Roll fighting it out 
for the coveted World Games medals. “Sold Out!” signs 
went up at the box office in the early afternoon of 24 and 
25 July 2009. Organisers, officials and – above all – the 

athletes were overwhelmed by the public’s response. “We 
have never performed before so many people! That this 
was the most incredible competition for all the couples 
here is the merit of the spectators,” said Jagoda Strukelj 
(SLO). “The spectators made the event!” Together with her 
partner Jurij, Jagoda won silver in Latin.

To have the readers relive the 2009 Kaohsiung experience 
first hand, the best World DanceSport Magazine can do is 
quote some of the others who had the privilege to be in 
the packed Arena.
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Tumultuous Applause – Shouts of “Encore!” 

Lukas Hinder, IDSF First Vice-President and member of 
the IWGA executive board, looks at the overall, and big, 
picture in his report to the 2010 IDSF General Meeting:

“The World Games were declared the “best ever” by IWGA 
President Ron Froehlich in his speech delivered during the 
Closing Ceremony. Even if similar praise was bestowed 
upon previous editions too – and might have developed 
into somewhat of a standard formula for the presidential 
sign-off – it did sound right on this occasion.

Above all for DanceSport, as it was able to look back at truly 
stellar moments in its fourth World Games participation. On 
the two competition days allocated to IDSF, the Kaohsi-
ung Arena – a spectacular 13,000-capacity venue – was 
packed, virtually, to the last seat. The revenue from ticket 
sales totalled 10,299,480 Taiwan New Dollars (over 320,000 
US dollars), second only to that of the Opening Ceremony 
(11,355,750 TWD), ahead of the Closing Ceremony’s gate 
(9,507,340 TWD), and by far the highest of any sport.

This did not go unnoticed and was favourably commented 
on by several IOC members who were able to attend.

The atmosphere in the arena was quite possibly the most 
vibrant ever at a DanceSport competition anywhere. The 
athletes in the finals were called back for encore per-
formances time and again, the applause often lasting for 
several minutes, and the rapport between couples on the 
floor and spectators in the stands was as intensely jovial 
as I have witnessed to date.” 

IDSF President Carlos Freitag was similarly impressed 
with the turnout:

“It certainly was the first time that I saw DanceSport per-
formed before a crowd of 13,000 – and that on two suc-
cessive days. But we had a great and varied programme to 
offer the spectators too: the best of Standard and Latin – 
plus Rock ‘n’ Roll! This fits in with how we want DanceSport 
to be perceived in the future.

How enthusiastically we were received by the public is one 
part of an incredible story, how some of the VIP reacted to 
what they got to see is the other. We are delighted to have 
made history here: the first time that the Kaohsiung Arena 
was sold out completely!”

Kaohsiung Mayor Chu Cheng – President of the Organis-
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ing Committee, maximum authority and formidable host-
ess – provides one VIP point of view:

“This is the first time we get to see the world’s best danc-
ers in action. In our city! That so many of us came here to-
night just goes to show how much we all enjoy your Danc-
eSport. It is our privilege to provide you with the setting, 
with the arena, and with promotion for your sport. And it 
goes without saying: we would like to see you come back 
soon for more.”
A sporting authority, Ching-Kuo (C.K.) Wu, President of 
the World Boxing Federation and IOC member for Chinese 
Taipei, is also full of praise:

“DanceSport has very impressively demonstrated how 
popular it is here. We have seen people of all generations 
attending – young, old, entire families – and I congratulate 
IDSF on this outstanding achievement.

DanceSport has received outstanding support from the 
public tonight. As for all the other sports contested in The 
World Games, it is important that it can rally the support 
of the sporting circles too. As an IOC member, I leave here 
with a new appreciation of DanceSport – and of what 
these athletes are capable of achieving.”

Last but not least, turning to the people who made the 
two days in Kaohsiung some of the most memorable in 
the annals of DanceSport, one easily discovers that The 
World Games are different from any other competition 
they dance in their careers. Let’s listen to:
The Voices from the Floor

Alexey Silde, RUS
“Anna and I went to the Russian House on our first night in 
Kaohsiung. The Russian House is – just like in the Olym-
pics – the meeting point and hangout for Russian athletes 
and officials from all sports. They told me that my country 
was already first in the medal table, with good prospects 
to stay there through the conclusion of the games, but 
that they had definitely counted in our Latin gold too. I 
ended up sleeping poorly for two days because of that. I 
think it made us try even harder. And it makes victory taste 
sweeter too. 
We had already experienced how crowds in Taiwan react 
to DanceSport performances, that they can go completely 
crazy, but what we have had here for two days has just 
dwarfed all that. Simply unbelievable!”

Anna Firstova, RUS
“Everything seemed to be totally different here. The way 
the public cheered all of us on: they were giving couples 
standing ovations in the first round, they shouted their 
names, they whistled … I have never felt something like 
this before. We have never danced in front of that many 
people. It was just … overwhelmingly fantastic!”

Benedetto Feruggio, GER
“This could help DanceSport to make it to the Olympics. 
Really! That people enjoy DanceSport in Asia, well, we 
have seen that before. That they react differently here, 

somewhat crazier, sure! Maybe it is the way we look or 
behave, who knows? Audiences in Asia just seem to ap-
preciate us more than elsewhere in the world. But then: a 
hall as big as this, thousands of people, cheering, support-
ing … Just beautiful!”

Claudia Köhler, GER
“Taking part in The World Games is something very special 
for an athlete. First, they are held only once in four years; 
second, who knows whether we will be able to make it to 
the next edition, … We would certainly like to and are glad 
to have made this one, very glad that Benedetto received 
his German passport in time for Kaohsiung. Yes, we would 
like to be in 2013 Cali too, but who knows how our career 
will develop over three or four years.”
Even as a professional one can take part in The World 
Games and enjoy them as much as the so-called ama-

teurs. True?

Paolo Bosco, ITA
“There are no distinctions whatsoever made between 
amateurs and professionals in the Olympics. And none 
are made in The World Games either! That is why FIDS, 
the Italian DanceSport Federation, designated us as the 
official Standard representation for Kaohsiung. They put 
their confidence in us. We managed to improve: we came 
off third place in The World Games 2005 Duisburg, here 
we won gold for us and for Italy. This has been the most 
amazing event – a night to remember!”

Silvia Pitton, ITA
“This is the best you can hope for as an athlete. An event 
organised to perfection, a public of this kind – one which 
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supports you like it did here – it compensates for all the 
sacrifices you made in order to be here. It is incredible!”
Christophe Payan, FRA
What a public! Really! I have been in 2005 Duisburg al-
ready, they were great games too, but what we have ex-
perienced here just topped everything in the past. The 
organisers put the bar much, much higher. An arena like 
this, packed with I don’t know how many thousands of 
people – these games here are truly extraordinary. And 
the public: wow, warm, enthusiastic, I don’t know whether 
they actually are – but they seemed to be real Rock ‘n’ 
Roll connoisseurs too. In any case, we’ve just met the most 
admiring audience ever!

Kathy Richetta, FRA
“What emotions! It will take me more time to let it all sink 
in, to digest these emotions. Because they are strongest I 
have ever had in the sport.”

Ivan Youdin, RUS
“One always tries to win. We tried tonight and came in 
second! But we are extremely happy nevertheless, happy 

to have been here and lived through this moment.”

The World Games 2009 – DanceSport: Standard
1. Paolo Bosco / Sylvia Pitton, ITA (5)
2. Benedetto Ferruggia / Claudia Köhler, GER (10)
3. Marat Gimaev / Alina Basiuk, RUS (15)
4. Donatas Vezelis / Lina Chatkeviciute, LTU (20)
5. Marek Kosaty / Paulina Glazik, POL (25,5)
6. Salvatore Todaro / Violeta Yaneva, BUL (29,5)

The World Games 2009 – DanceSport: Standard
1. Alexey Silde / Anna Firstova, RUS (5)
2. Jurij Batagely / Jagoda Strukelj, SLO (10)
3. Gabriele Goffredo / Antonella Goffredo, ITA (15)
4. Timo Kulczak / Motshegetsi Mabuse, GER (20)
5. Marek Fiska / Kinga Jurecka, POL (25)
6. Jean-Philippe Milot / Laurence Bolduc, CAN (30)

The World Games 2009 – DanceSport: Rock ‘n’ Roll
1. Christophe Payan / Kathy Richetta, FRA
2. Ivan Youdin / Olga Sbitneva, RUS
3. Ivan Klimov / Katrin Gazazyan, RUS
4. Neven Ivic / Ivana Mihalic, CRO
5. Jacek Tarczylo / Anna Miadzielec, POL
6. Julien Foulon / Ingrid Foulon, FRA
7. Florian Baron / Guylaine Golf, FRA
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2 x 13,000 = World Record2 x 13,000 = World Record
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Returns to Kaohsiung

MORE THAN JUST AN ENCORE
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