
 
EDC 2008: Take One 
 
The International Dance Sport Federation (IDSF) has worked together with 
television producers and broadcasters on amending the rules for the 2008 
Eurovision Dance Contest (EDC). The second edition of the EDC airs on 6 
September 2008 (starting at 21:00 h CET) from the Scottish Exhibition and 
Conference Centre in Glasgow. 
 
The 14 couples representing their country in this year’s edition of the EDC will 
have only one task at hands when they take the floor: As opposed to the format 
of the inaugural EDC – where two dances were performed by the couples – the 
new rules call for a single routine with a maximum duration of two minutes. 
 
Much thought will have gone into designing each routine to make it compliant 
with the new requirement of being freestyle “containing Standard or Latin 
elements” and featuring “national-flavour elements in terms of music, style and 
costumes” (from Rule 4.5). The dancers and their choreographers are 
challenged to come up with the winning formula which encompasses this 
breadth. 
 
The repertoire of dances from which the contestants may select the Standard or 
Latin elements is ample too. Ten established IDSF dances plus the Argentine 
Tango and the Salsa offer more opportunities for innovation. 
 
“Even if we don’t yet include the Argentine Tango and the Salsa in our own 
competitions, they are both highly popular dances,” says IDSF President Carlos 
Freitag, “they have definitely achieved global appeal.” 
“IDSF endorses an ever growing number of different dance styles as it expands 
its horizons. 
“Rock ‘n’ roll and many other contemporary dances – including wheelchair 
dancing – fall under the generic DanceSport as they are practised competitively 
around the world.” 
 
Through its involvement with the EDC, IDSF has the opportunity of working 
alongside experts in the field of sports and entertainment production, and in 
close association with Europe’s leading broadcasters, on creating a live 
television programme which promotes DanceSport to the general public. 
 
“We have always known that DanceSport and TV make a powerful duo,” 
explains President Freitag. “Successful shows such as ‘Strictly come Dancing’ 
and ‘Dancing with the Stars’ have established that a balanced blend of sport 
and entertainment can reach beyond the specialist audiences who tend to 
watch IDSF World Championships,” Freitag says. 
 
“The EDC takes a similar concept to the international level. IDSF is able to 
contribute to its success with technical expertise and through its network of 
affiliated member organisations in every country.” 



“The way DanceSport is presented in the EDC benefits from the understanding 
and the creativity which our associates bring to this prime time television show,” 
IDSF President Freitag credits the partners in the production. 
 
That celebrities pair with professional dancers for a single freestyle routine is 
the newest twist added to the EDC 2008 by the television experts: the European 
Broadcasting Union, the BBC, Splash Media and Sunset+Vine. 
 
In formal competition involving a similar number of couples – such as IDSF 
World Championships semi-finals – each couple performs a total of ten dances 
before a winner is declared. This is the responsibility of eleven IDSF 
adjudicators and not the public. 
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International Dance Sport Federation 
The International DanceSport Federation (IDSF) is the sport’s world governing body 
recognised by the International Olympic Committee. The mission of IDSF is to regulate, 
administer and develop DanceSport for the benefit of millions of athletes at every level 
and on all continents. IDSF has 84 National Member Federations. 
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www.idsf.net 
worlddancesportfederation.org 
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