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Apology By An Athlete 

 

After extensive discussion within the IDSF regarding a disturbance at the 2004 IDSF 

European 10-Dance Championship in Kishiniev, Moldova, the President of IDSF 

requested a full apology from the only dancer involved in that disturbance. 

Members of the IDSF Managing Committee and certain others who were present at the 

Championship were all of the opinion that the conspicuous behaviour of Miša Cigoj of 

Slovenia after the Championship regarding the judging that day, was completely 

unacceptable. He showed gross disrespect to the IDSF Sports Director and created a 

disturbance by throwing his own trophy against a wall, causing physical damage to it 

and a trolley. 

IDSF encourages orderly complaints about any activity in DanceSport which may not 

be correct. However, at the same time, IDSF cannot tolerate disorder or violent 

behaviour; nor can it tolerate open and abusive contempt of its officials. If this were 

tolerated, chaos would result. 

The reasons that IDSF is not making a more severe response to Mr. Cigoj's actions, is 

because they were unprecedented, and so IDSF had no Operating Policy or precedent 

to rely on; and because, fortunately, no one was physically injured. If this action is 

repeated anywhere by anyone, the Presidium's response next time is likely to be far 

more severe. 

The letter, which was signed by Mr. Cigoj, is as follows (see next page): 

 



Miša Cigoj 
Idrijska 9a 

5270 Ajdovšina 
Slovenia 

 
 
 
November 18, 2004 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
At the 2004 IDSF European 10-Dance Championship held at Kishiniev, 
Moldova, on October 16, 2004, I overreacted to the officiating of the 
Championship by arguing with some officials, behaving very disrespectfully to 
a number of them, insulting the competition and the presentations at that 
competition, creating a disturbance and damaging some property.  
 
I now recognize that I behaved in a completely unacceptable way at that time.  
 
I apologize to the organizers, the officials, and the DanceSport community in 
general for my unsportsmanlike behaviour on that day.  
 
In addition, I especially apologize to IDSF Sport Director Heinz Spaeker for 
my rudeness and disrespect to him on that occasion.  
 
I understand that this apology will be published to the world DanceSport 
community by IDSF and others and I consent to such publication. 
 
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
Miša Cigoj 


